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The Bible has had an immeasurable influence on Western culture, touching on virtually every

aspect of our lives. It is one of the great wellsprings of Western religious, ethical, and philosophical

traditions. It has been an endless source of inspiration to artists, from classic works such as

Michaelangelo's Last Judgment, Handel's Messiah, or Milton's Paradise Lost, to modern works

such as Thomas Mann's Joseph and His Brothers or Martin Scorsese's controversial Last

Temptation of Christ. For countless generations, it has been a comfort in suffering, a place to reflect

on the mysteries of birth, death, and immortality. Its stories and characters are an integral part of the

repertoire of every educated adult, forming an enduring bond that spans thousands of years and

embraces a vast community of believers and nonbelievers.The Oxford Companion to the Bible

provides an authoritative one-volume reference to the people, places, events, books, institutions,

religious belief, and secular influence of the Bible. Written by more than 250 scholars from some 20

nations and embracing a wide variety of perspectives, the Companion offers over seven hundred

entries, ranging from brief identifications--who is Dives? where is Pisgah?--to extensive interpretive

essays on topics such as the influence of the Bible on music or law.Ranging far beyond the scope

of a traditional Bible dictionary, the Companion features, in addition to its many informative, factual

entries, an abundance of interpretive essays. Here are extended entries on religious concepts from

immortality, sin, and grace, to baptism, ethics, and the Holy Spirit. The contributors also explore

biblical views of modern issues such as homosexuality, marriage, and anti-Semitism, and the impact

of the Bible on the secular world (including a four-part article on the Bible's influence on

literature).Of course, the Companion can also serve as a handy reference, the first place to turn to

find factual information on the Bible. Readers will find fascinating, informative articles on all the

books of the Bible--including the Apocrypha and many other ancient texts, such as the Dead Sea

Scrolls, Pseudepigrapha, and the Mishrah. Virtually every figure who walked across the biblical

stage is identified here, ranging from Rebekah, Rachel, and Mary, to Joseph, Barabbas, and Jesus.

The Companion also offers entries that shed light on daily life in ancient Israel and the earliest

Christian communities, with fascinating articles on feasts and festivals, clothing, medicine, units of

time, houses, and furniture. Finally, there are twenty-eight pages of full-color maps, providing an

accurate, detailed portrait of the biblical world.A vast compendium of information related to

scriptures, here is an ideal complement to the Bible, an essential volume for every home and library,

the first place to turn for information on the central book of Western culture.
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Oxford University Press has a reputation second to none in the production of scholarly reference

works, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It has certainly upheld that fine reputation

for scholarship, objectivity, and authoritative research with its latest 'Oxford Companion to the Bible',

edited by Bruce Metzger and Michael Coogan.Pulling together a worthy group of researchers and

scholars (the directory of contributors spans seven pages of rather small typeset print), the 'Oxford

Companion to the Bible' represents a major work of reference useful in any biblical endeavour.

'Interpretation of the Bible has of course not been consistent, and throughout history the Bible has

been used to support contradictory positions on such issues as slavery, the role of women, war and

peace, forms of government, and finance. The Companion reflects this diversity: it is consciously

pluralistic, and its more than 250 contributors, as well as its editors and editorial advisory board,

encompass a wide spectrum of intellectual and confessional perspectives.'In keeping with the

diversity of authorship, the Companion is meant to be useful to a diverse range of Bible readers and

religious. The Companion includes systematic treatment of the use, development, and role of the

Bible in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions, as well as the influence and significance of the

Bible in thematic areas such as the arts, literature, politics, law, history, and culture.This is not a

simple Bible dictionary -- it has encyclopedic entries with in-depth analyses that go beyond mere

definition, and contains more than 700 articles, each with authorship noted (so that the perspective

can be known from whence the essay's asssertions come).
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